MAY 17 1937 


BUSINESS ADMINT STRATLON 


BULLETIN oF Business RESEARCH 


Tue Bureau or Business RESEARCH 
College of Commerce and Administration, The Ohio State University 


Vor. XII, No. 3 


APRIL, 1937 


$1.00 Per Year (12 Issuzs) 


The Trend in the Number of Strikes and of Workers Involved, 1881-1936 


URING the 25 years, 1881-1905, there was an upward 
trend in the number of strikes in the United States 
with a marked increase in the number towards the end of 
the long continued depression periods of the 1890’s. The 
trend in the number of workers involved during the period 
was not as pronounced as in the number of strikes, al- 
though here, also, the trend was upward. Measuring trend 
from worker participation at the three major peaks of 
activity during the period, the increase in the number of 
workers was from 439,000 in 1887 to 690,000 in 1894 and to 
787,000 in 1903. This small increase in the number of 
workers involved, however, was not in line with the in- 
crease in the number of strikes. In 1894, slightly more 
than 1,400 strikes involved 690,000 workers; in 1903, 3,648 
strikes involved only 787,000 workers. 
During the period of the World War and shortly there- 
after, particularly in the years 1916-1920, there was a 
wide-spread movement in worker organization and a rapid 


increase in the number of strikes, with a marked increase 
from the earlier period in the number of workers involved. 
In 1916, more than 1.5 million workers were involved in 
the 3,789 strikes during the year, as compared with only 
787,000 workers in the 3,648 strikes of 1903. The peak in 
the number of strikes during the war period, as well as the 
all-time record, was reached in 1917 with 4,450 strikes, 
and, for the three years following 1918-1920, the number 
remained high at more than 3,300 strikes each year. The 
number of workers involved during 1917 and 1918, the 
years of our active participation in the World War, was 
slightly less than in 1916, but was still well above the 
number involved in any year of the earlier period. With 
the close of the World War, strikes spread rapidly through- 
out the basic industries, particularly in the coal, steel, 
clothing, and foods industries, and in 1919 the 3,630 strikes 
during the year involved more than 4 million workers. 


(Continued on Page 4) 


INDEXES OF THE NUMBER OF STRIKES AND WORKERS 
INVOLVED IN THE UNITED STATES, 1881-1936 
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EMPLOYMENT AND PAYROLLS IN OHIO* 
March, 1937 


INDEX 
1926 100 CHANGE Payrolls : 
Change 
Mar.>| Feb.c | 1987 | 1987 | 1987 
1907 | 1987 | fom | Som from 
1987 | 1936 1987 
% % % 
ALL INDUSTRIES (8639) .... 108 104);+ 4 t 19 + 6 
Total Manufacturing (2400)... 111 107 t 4 22 8 
Chemicals (133) ..... ~ 117 114 2\+ 19 4 
Food Products (268). 111 110/+ 7 2 
Bakery (84)....... 154 149;+ 8 /+ 8 4 
Miscellaneous (184)....... 95 95 @ + 8 @ 
Lumber Products (108) ...... 90 2 |+ 32 + 6 
Furniture (43) ........... 101 101 @ + 33 + 5 
Miscellaneous (65)........ 77 72\+ 6 |+ 22 t 10 
Machinery (189)............ 185 1838|+ 2 |+ 23 9 
ec. Mach., App. and Sup- 

190 188/+ 1 |+ 24 + 9 
Machine Tools (52) ...... 131 126|+ 3 | + 82 + 7 
Material Handling and 

Power Mach. (9) ...... 104 98/+ 6 |+ 15 + 2 
Spec. Purpose Mach. and 

Appliances (5) ........ 103 101;}+ 2/;+ 2 + 10 

Metal Products (647) ...... 116 1l1|}+ 4 | + 28 + 8 
Foundry Prod. and Drop 

Forgings (285) ........ 130 123;+ 6 |+ 81 + 9 

ipes, Pumps, Valves, and 

Plumbers’ Sup. (17)..... 76 68; + 10 |— 16 + 8 
Serew Mach. Products 

Hardware (44) ........ 108 105|+ 3 | + 26 + 6 

Sheet Metal Works (66).... 121 117|/+ 4 |+ 20 + 3 
teel Works and Rolling 

Mi 123 119/+ 4 |+ 20 + 9 
Stoves and Furnaces (41). 167 162/+ 3 {/+ 9 + 8 
Miscellaneous (110) ...... 144 189;+ 3 pe 32 + 6 

Paper and Printing (311).. 126 122;+ 3 11 + 6 
Paper, including Station- 

134 2 |+ 17 + 1 
Print. and Publish. (231). 120 117;+ 3/|+ 7 + 8 
Miscellaneous (51) ...... 119 118/+ 5 |+ 11 + 6 

Rubber Products (51) ..... d d a — d 
Tires and Tubes (12)...... d d — — d 

tone, 

Products (152) 109 105/+ 4 14 + 9 
Brick and Tile (81) 41 2 28 14 
306 303;+ 1 5 4 
Vitreous and Semi-vitreous 

China and Pottery 81 5 + 12 

iscellaneous (25) ... 61 47|+ 30 | + 52 + 28 

Tentiles (168): 200000. 111 109/+ 2 + 9 
Men’s Clothing (67)...... 141 188/+ 38 5 + 14 
iscellaneous (81 . + 1/;—11 + 2 
Vehicles (61) ..........++ 1 91/+ 16 | + 22 + 21 
Autos and Parts (47)...... 112 + 17 |+ 16 + 28 
Cars, Electric and Street 
Railway (5) .........+- 34 34 0 | +175 + 3 
Miscellaneous (9) . Ew 108 102;}+ 5 |+ 80 + 10 
Miscellaneous Manufactur- 
117 3 |+ 6 + 4 
Non-Manufacturing (5055) 87 + 8|+ 3 
101 101 + 7 @ 
Trade (Retail and Whole- 
Sale): (4180)... 109 108;+ 6 8 + 5 
Transportation and Public 
Utilities (574) ........ 83 83 @ + 9 @ 
Construction (1184)........... 52 51 mM +59 |— 1 


@Based on reports from individual cooperators, tabulated by the United 
States Bureau of Labor Statistics and compiled by the Ohio State Uni- 
versity Bureau of Business Research. The total number of employees 
indicated in this tabulation was 616,684 in March. »Preliminary. ‘Re- 
vised. “Incomplete returns. “Less than 1%. 
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Footnotes to table on yl 3 
“Preliminary. Revised. ‘Based on reports individual coopera- 
tors to the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics. — in paren- 
theses indicate the number of cooperating firms. *New car bills-of-sale 
filed from Clerks of Courts. ‘Based on data from the Federal Reserve 
Board. *Commercial failures reported by Dun and Bradstreet, Inc. "In- 
(Continued in Column 2) 


SUMMARY OF BUSINESS STATISTICS FOR OHIO 
March, 1937 


CHANGES 
Mar. | Mar. | 5-Year| iret 
Mar.*| Feb.» Three 
1987 | 1987 | Mar. Months 
Jan 1987 
1987 | 1986 | Feb. | from 
Index of Gross Cash Agricultural Income. 1924-28 Average = 100 
% % 
92 83 +71 + + 21 
Meat Animals....... 111 94; + 18 | + 32 18 
Dairy Products...... 94 84/ + 12 | + 15 os 18 
86 3 | + 28 42 
Poultry and Eggs 70 58) + 21 | + 265 2 
62 74|— 16 | + 44 75 
0 0 0 0 0 
Other Ohio Business Indicators. 1926 Average — 100 
Bank Debits Index®..... 91 16 24 |+ 4/-+ 21 
Retail Sales (905)*..... = — |+ 36.2) + 25.1 _ 
Number of New Car 
Bills of Sale Filed :t 
assenger Cars....... 34,454] 16,434) +110 | + 18 
3,913} 2,017] + 94 | + 21 
Index of : 
Value of Construction 
Contracts Awarded‘ 40 37/+ 8 | + 52 | + 40 | + 68 
Failures :! 
50 38} + 12%| + 2* — 21° 
Liabilities (000 Dol.) . 374 358/+ 4 | — 50 — |— 86 


*Preliminary. Revised. ‘Computed by the Department of Rural Eco- 
nomics, The Ohio State University. py linen daily value. Basic data 
from the Federal Reserve Board. *The number of reports from icaieid. 
ual cooperators to the Bureau of Business Research in cooperation with 
the United States Department of Commerce. Not adjusted for number 
of working days. ‘Clerks of Courts of 80 of the 88 —- in Ohio are 
now reporting. *Average daily value. Basic data from F. W. Dodge 


Corporation. ®Basic data from Federal Power Commission. ‘Average 
ven — Basic data from Dun and Br Inc. *Change in num- 


NEW AUTOMOBILE BILL-OF-SALE REGISTRATIONS 


8-Major Ohio Counties* U.S.» 
Percentage of 
Cuancs Total Per 
Make of Cent 
Car Mar. | Feb. Mar. Mar.¢ 

1937 | 1987 | 1987 1987 Feb. | Total 

| | | | 

1987 1936 

% | % | % 

5,048 | 2,698; + 86.9|+ 22.7| 24 27 29 
Chevrolet 4,269 | 1,048|+ 309.3|— 6.6] 20 10 14 
Plymouth... | 2,431} 2,100/+ 15.8/— 188] 11 21 18 
Pontiac....- | 1,58 355 | + 347.0| 53.4 7 4 4 
1,404| 1,029|/+ 86.4/— 2.5 7 10 10 
Oldsmobile.. | 1,04 256 | + 306.6|— 3.9 5 3 3 
Buick....... 191) + 400.0;+ 58.4 4 2 3 
690; 349/+ 97.7/+ 179.8 3 3 2 
Willys...... 617| + 158.9| +1141.3 3 2 2 
Chrysler.... | 601, 395|+ 552.2/+ 79.5 3 4 3 
Packard..... 589; 314/+ 87.6|+ 115.6 3 3 3 
Terraplane.., 587, 76.8\/+ 1.1 3 3 3 
Studebaker 228|+ 641/+ 72.4 2 2 2 
LaF 351! 154| + 127.9| + 382.4 2 2 2 
LaSalle..... 156 31|+ 408.2|+ 208.5] @ 
Graham..... 134 60|+ 40.7; 
Cadillac. .... 59 84.4/+ 22.2| 
Group Total. | 21,290 | 10,084| + 1122) — 99.9| 99.9| 99.9 
All Others... 15 5| + 200.0; — 0.1 0.1 0.1 
TOTAL. ..... | 21,805 10,089 | + 112.2}+ 17.2] 100.0} 100.0) 100.0 


*Based on data provided for Cuyahoga, Franklin, Hamilton, Lucas, 
Mahoning, Montgomery, Stark, and Summit counties by Clerks of Court, 
the Cleveland Automotive Trades Association, and Toledo Automotive 
Trades Association. "Based on reports by R. L. Polk and Company cov- 
ering 48 states and District of Columbia. ‘Based on 7 major counties 
same as in footnote a excluding Stark County. “Less than 1 per cent. 


Footnotes to table on page 3 (continued) 


dustrial power conmaainn data provided by local power companies. 
ted by the number of gas meters in use. 


data provided local gas companies. ‘Construction contracts 
awarded as reported by F. W. Dodge Corporation. ‘Retail sales based on 
reports from individual cooperators to the Bureau of Business Research 
in cooperation with the United States Department of Commerce. ™Tem- 
porarily discontinued for adjustment. *Change in number of failures. 
Less than 1% change. “More than 1000% change. 


are 


i 

Pi 

pee N 

Bi 
In 

B 
Vv 

P 

N 

: = 

I 

I 

( 

v 


APRIL, 1937 


BULLETIN OF BUSINESS RESEARCH 


BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN THE CHIEF OHIO CITIES 
(In all Indexes, 1926 — 


100) 


Employment Indexes¢ | % % % % Employment Indexes¢ % % % % 
All Industries (550)4.... m m — All Industries (474)... 96 3 17 —115 
Manufacturing (87). m m Manufacturing (152)... 101 99'+ 22 t 20 
Non-Manufact. (373) . 65 12 + 8 Non-Manufact. (322)... 84 80;+ 8 8 
Construction (90)...... 63 9 | + 65 + 46 lis 
ayrolls :¢ | All Industries. ......... — 5 
All Industries.......... — it 2 — Manufacturing......... — i+ 4 
Non-Manufacturing. . Retail Sales* (51)........ — | — | +665) +208) — 
Construction........... —i+17 Number of New Car Bills 

Retail Sales* (38)........ — | — |+325\/+247| — —_ of Sales Filed :* | 

Number of New Car Bills 2,266; +134 | + 12 |+ 34 | + 21 

of Sales Filed :* 284 149| + 91 43 + 36 

Passenger Cars......... 2,140| 998) +114 | + 39 | + 61 39 127 + 17 22 |+ 8 | + 25 

204) 125)+ 68 | + 49 40 Commercial Failures : 

Bank Debits Indext....... | 68/+ 10 |+ 17 |+ 5 19 2 1}+ 1*%|— — |— 6 

Commercial Failures :* } Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) 18 5| +292 |— 87 _— — 7 
10. 6*/|+ 10* idg. Occupancy Index'... 120 119 @ + 2 + 2 
Liabilities (Thous. Dol. 5 | 38 | 32/+ 19 |+ 61 os 90 Value Construc. Contracts 

Indus. Power Consumption | Awarded Index)........ 25 23;+ 8 34 /+ 5 | + 22 
we 68 10 | + 22 27 

Bldg. Occupancy Index’... 125| 126 + 2 2 DAYTON 

Value Construc. Contracts 
A Se 32 29/+ 10 | +182 | + 31 | + 42 Employment Indexes¢ 

All Industries (483)4....| 147) 142}/+ 8 | + 20 — |+ 22 
CANTON Manufacturing (143)... 147; 8 17 — |+ 20 
Non-Manufact. (214)... 132 128|;+ 3 |+ 16 ll 

Employment Indexes¢ | p, Construction (126)..... 10} 10| | + 50 62 
All Industries (221)4... 97 | 65 17 + 11 Is :¢ 
Manufacturing (78).... 103 98i+ 5 18 12 Industries.......... — |+ 13 
Non-Manufact. (143).. 6 10 6 Manufacturing......... — — |+ 16 

Payrolls Non-Manufacturing. .. — i+ 1 
Manufacturing......... 14 Retail Sales* (32)........ — | + 44.6) + 40.2 
Non-Manufacturing. .. — i+ 6 Number of New Car Bills 

Retail Sales* (31)....... — | +50.8| + 53.2 of Sales Filed :* 

Number of New Car Bills Passenger Cars......... 1,995 | 961) +108 | + 29 | + 60 30 

of Sales Filed :* 156; 112|+ 39 | + 25 18 

Passenger Cars......... 1,468, 657| +123 | + 32 | + 46 30 Bank. Debits Index*t....... 92 78\;+ 18 |+ 384 4 32 

149 95| + 57 | + 43 26 ures 

Bank Debits Indext....... 82} 72\/+14)+ 28 1 21 1 1 — |— 

Commercial Failures :* Tiebilities (Thous. Dol.) 12 3| +287 |— 90 a — 69 
0 0 0 0 |— 2 Indus. Power Consumption 
Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) 0 0 0 0 — |—100 225; 231|— 3 | + 29 + 23 

Bldg. Occupancy Index'. .. 107 107 @ + 2 = + 2 Value Construc. Contracts 

Construc. Co + A 45 14 1 + 54 

TO 
- Employment Indexes¢ 

Employment Indexes‘ | All Industries (456)4....| 121} 4 |+ 17 + 14 
All Industries (1964)4...| 115 108/+ 8 7 Manufacturing (147). 139 151}— 7 | + 20 + 14 
Manufacturing (403)... 125} 117/;+ 9 6 Non-Manufact. (309) .. 82 4/+ 11 i+ll 
Non-Manufact. (1202)... 97 98\+ 4 3 + 38 lis 
Construction (359)..... 51 6 42 + 59 All 8 

All Industries.......... — i+ 6 Non-Manufacturing.... — i+ 8 

Manufacturing......... —i+ 9 Retail Sales* (52)........ — |+28.8/+149 _ 

Non-Manufacturing. ... Number of New Car Bills 

Construction........... —i+ 7 of Sales Filed :* 

Retail Sales* (56)........ | — | + 34.5 | + 35.9 1,952} 89 +119 |+ 2 + 33 |+ 7 

Number of New Car Bills | 156 |— 7 — i+ 8 

of Sales Filed :* } Debits Indext....... 70 70|+ 24 |+ 37 |+ 28 |+ 2 

Passenger Cars.......... 3,553} 1,474; +141 |+ 19 |+ 13 |+ 17 Failures :* 

| | 609) +108 | + 46 j.-. 3 2° — |— 
Bank Debits Indext....... | 106 88\|+ 20 |+ 23 @ +17 Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) ll 23|— 54 |— 64 — |—16 
om Failures :* Indus. Power Consumption 

5 5 se] — |+ 179} 179) |4 14 + 7 

Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) 86) 155|— 45° +222 Value Contracts 
Bldg. Occupancy Index'...| 1 + 4 + 4 Awarded Index!........ 48 48 + 94 | +105 | + 19 
Value Construc. Con | 

A Re 71 50|+ 42 |+ 79 |— 10 | +155 YOUNGSTOWN 

CLEVELAND Employment Indexes¢ 
All Industries (343)4....| 93 90/+ 4 26 t 23 

Employment Indexes* Manufacturing (65).... 87 84/+ 4 25 23 
All Industries (2203)4. . 102 38 11 + 10 Non-Manufact. (206)... 83 8 + 9 
Manufacturing (620). 116; 113/+ 3 18 + 8 Construction (72)...... | 60 57; + 5 | + 87 + 71 
Non-Manufact. (1046) | 72 4/+ 11 + 9 Payrolis :¢ 
Construction (537)..... 50 52;— 74 + 96 All Industries. ......... —i+ 9 
Payrolls :¢ Manufacturing......... — |+ 10 
All Industries.......... — i+ 4 Non-Manufacturing. ... — i+ 6 _ 
Manufacturing. ........ — i+ 65 _ _ Construction........... 
Non-Manufacturing. ... 4 Retail Sales* (30)........ — | + 30.2} + 48.4 
Construction........... —i— 8 Number of New Car Bills 

Retail Sales* (77)........ — | + 22.4/+9.8 of Sales Filed :* 

Number of New Car Bills Passenger Cars.......... 1,446 773|+ 87 | + 53 |+ 67 | + 60 

of Sales 142 78) + 82 | + 75 + 73 

6,485 | 3,817} + 96 |+ 10 |+ 34 |+ 17 Bank Debits Index‘t....... 80 67; + 18 | + | + 25 

Sh 542| 77 |+ 10 + 8 Commercial Failures :* 

Bank. Debits Indext....... 86 13 |+ 28 |+ 6 |+ 19 2 1*!+ + 1° 

Commercial Failures :* Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) ll 12};— 11 |+ 19 — 77 
| 10 6° — Indus. Power Consumption 
Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) 110|— 14 |— 68 — |— 4 | 218) 221);— 42 47 

Occupancy Index!..., 104| 104 + 8 + 8 Bldg. Occupancy Index'...| 116} 116 2 2 

Value Construc. Contracts _ Value Construc. 

A Index!........ | 20} 16|+ 25 |— 29 |+ 95 j—18 A Index}........ 23| 72|— 68 | + 98 | +272 | +561 


| 8 
Mar.*|Feb.» | Mar. | Mar. | 5-Year| First Mar.* Feb.» | Mar. | Mar. | 5-Year| First 
Item | | 1987 1937 Avg. | 3 Mos. Item 1937 1937 Avg. | 3 Mos. 
P 1987 1987 | from | from | Mar. 1937 1987 | 1987 | from | from | Mar. 1987 
Feb. | Mar. | from | from Feb. | Mar. | from | from 
| 1937 1936 Feb. 1936 1937 1936 Feb. 1936 
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For Footnotes see Page 2. 
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NUMBER OF STRIKES IN OHIO AND THE UNITED STATES, BY MONTHS, 1935 AND 1936 
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UNITep STATES 
Workers 


Involved 


WS 


JULY 
1935 


RNY 


1936 


155,000 


196,000 


Compiled by The Bureau of Business Research, Ohio State University, from reports of the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


(Continued from Page 1) 

The characteristic difference between the war and the 
post-war period and the period, 1881-1905, is that the num- 
ber of workers involved has increased faster than the num- 
ber of strikes, in contrast with the more rapid increase in 
the number of strikes than of workers in the earlier period. 
This trend has been generally characteristic of most of the 
post-war period and has been definitely marked during the 
past three years (see chart on page 1). 

The number of strikes in Ohio and the number of work- 
ers involved, in the year 1935, ranged from 42 strikes in 
May involving 29,576 workers, to 16 strikes in October and 


December involving 3,524 and 3,984 workers, respectively. 
In 1936, the number of strikers in the state ranged from 
3,369 in 17 strikes in April to 26,282 workers in 25 strikes 
in June. 

In the United States as a whole, there were in 1935 be- 
tween 200 and 370 strikes in process each month; in 1936, 
the monthly number ranged between 250 and 340. The 
number of workers involved in any one month, in 1935, 
ranged from 92,630 workers in 213 strikes in January to 
514,427 in 311 strikes in September. In 1936, the number 
of workers involved ranged from 58,609 in 249 strikes in 
January to 196,000 in 257 strikes in December. 


Sales of Independent Retail Stores in Ohio’°—March, 1937 


Sales Reported 


Number of Changes in Sales 


CHANGE MARCH 
1937 FROM 


From FEesruary 1937 From MARCH 1936 


Feb. 
1937 


Decrease 


Decrease 


lothing 

Women’s Specialty Shops..... 

Shoe 
Motor Vehicle Dealers........... 
Filling Stations 
Total Furniture and Household 

Appliances 
Furniture 
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ToraL—Adjusted for the number 
of working 


+] | 


+21.0 


+20.4 


partmen 


400 “Month Ono | — 
Year 
Jan 22 | 4162 | 213 | 92,680 
j May 42 20,676 | 307 | 151168 
Y Y Y WV Y | Feb. 15 | 20,177 | 249 | 89,691 

AY Aug. ....| 30 | 6,573 | 328 | 114.272 

* | Number 

Mar. | Increase | Increase | than 
1986 1% 

000 ¢ | 000 ¢ | 000 | % | Number | Number | Number | Number | Number | Number 
Total Grocery 121 861 779 765 91 22 
Country General 29 | 116 | 126 

ore Department Stores ............. 1l 775 541 494 0 

a Total Apparel .............---.| 95 | 2085 | 1,394 | 1,516 

Men’s and Boys’ Clothing...... “ 

seh 18 | 1,030 682 804 

., 57 794 | 610 518 

: EE 56 498 421 390 

ee Miscellaneous ...........+++-++- 6 38 48 49 0 
TOTAL | 905 | 18,050 | 9,584 | 10,484 28 
on Percentage 84.4 12.9 25 


